I grew up regularly being told by members of family that the Shoah (holocaust) did not effect our family directly. We were lucky as all family was here by the 1890s and many long before.
Whilst there  are many who have a similar narrative there are many others with direct relationship  to the Shoah  and it had played a large part in their lives.  Those who are descendants of shoah survivors, those who lost close relations and friends in the shoah they can never forget and the experience continues through the family narrative of their descendants.
However for those with my narrative, how will be effected by changes in understanding and memory of shoah as events became history not memory and there will soon be no survivors to tell their stories – of course there will be film and other memories but let us concentrate on how my narrative has changed and the experience of finding records of so many members of direct family who were murdered in the shoah.
My family came from Belarus, Poland, Netherlands and Germany, so four countries invaded by the Nazis with huge numbers of victims. However just as much info exists for Austria, Czech, France and most other countries once invaded by the Nazis.  
Once you had to go to libraries and archives in each country, now one is able to do so much just through a computer.
Before we go into the how and what you might find and using examples from my journey let us find out what is the personal relationship/connection of people here with shoah?

Collaborative internet genealogy – geni/familysearch v myheritage/ancestry (partial) v private

Family mavens, Family stories/legends (not always proved to be true), Matriachs.Patriarchs
Those who already wrote things down
Creating family connections sharing information building the story – tracing backwards too
Correcting and keeping one’s cool and humility
Sharing resources – the challenge of who knows things and costs sometimes
DNA test and cousins…
Uploading GEDCOM/DNA on different platforms
Tracing your family in the UK – now seems easy though it is not – for me key were the censuses, 1939 register, other people’s family trees, the JC archive, jewishgen, the national archive and other archives, naturalisation certifcates, GRO (for mother’s maiden names and birth, marriage and death certificates), US marriage registration, Military Record/British Jewry Book of Honour – challenge of name changes, Gravestones/Cemetry records
Facebook/linekedin – are you prepared to see if you can find your relatives and maybe they will talk and tell you more – they often want to know what you know too…
How do you start in other countries? Can you find a town or area of a country? Information on platform accessed through Jewishgen, international family trees (familysearch/ancestry etc), records of marraiges, births and deaths and the various forms of shoah records
Often useful to get info from JGSGB who may provide help or advice.
The Shoah information trail did not start for me as that but I have fallen into it
· Yad Vashem Database (https://yvng.yadvashem.org/index.html?language=en&terminal=berlin) 
· Joodsmonument - https://www.joodsmonument.nl/ 
· Jewishgen - https://www.jewishgen.org/ 
· German Memorial Book: https://www.bundesarchiv.de/gedenkbuch/index.html.en 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Stolpersteine - http://www.stolpersteine.eu/en/ 
· Archives in municipalities
· USAHolocaust Memorial Museum - https://www.ushmm.org/remember/the-holocaust-survivors-and-victims-resource-center
· https://www.wienerlibrary.co.uk/genealogy-records-and-resources 
· Whilst I knew a certain amount about family I had not been involved in the genealogy world or online genealogy until 2015 though I knew one eighth of my family someone had worked on a little on geni.
· Mother’s side – knew them to be pretty frum and many family in Edmonton Federation
· DUBOFF - 
· STEINBERG
· COHEN (COWEN)
· RUBENS (RUBENSTEIN)
· Father’s side – knew them to be more anglicised but 
· GOLDBERG (GILBERT)
· LEVY (LEVER)
· DAVIS
· WEINBERG (WINSTON)





